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Announcement:
Korea – France Call for Proposals for Joint R&D Projects
Deadlines for Submission – 31st March 2015 (call 2015-1), 31st August 2015 (call 2015-2)

Scope
Korea and France are announcing the Call for Proposals for joint R&D projects, focusing on developing innovative products and applications in any technology field, namely with a specific focus on the following fields.
· Bio Technology and Medical Technology
· Energy and Environment Technology
· Robot, Automobile and Machinery Systems Technology
· Materials and Nano Technology
· Information and Communication Technology
 Applicants are expected to develop ready to market solutions or projects which have a strong market potential for Korea and France. 
· KIAT (Korea Institute for Advancement of Technology) and Bpifrance (French public investment bank) will provide access to public funding for joint projects.
· The call is announced within the framework of the Memorandum of Understanding on Industrial Cooperation between KIAT and Bpifrance (ex OSEO). The call is managed in cooperation and in line with the procedures of EUREKA Program (www.eurekanetwork.org).
· KIAT and Bpifrance will provide all necessary assistance to project partners during project proposal, evaluation and monitoring phase. In addition, both parties will facilitate EUREKA application process and the acquisition of the EUREKA label for accepted proposals.

Call Launch and Structure[footnoteRef:1] [1:   The following call will also support bilateral R&D projects.] 


[bookmark: _GoBack]The Call is launched on 14th January, 2015 by KIAT and Bpifrance, and is open until 31st March 2015 for the first half of the year and 31st August 2015 for the second half at 18:00 (local time). These calls are open in line with EUREKA programme.
Eligible partners are invited to present joint proposals for industrial R&D projects according to the following criteria:



Qualifications
· The partnership agreement includes at least one Korean and one French R&D performing commercial company. Participation of research institutes/universities is welcome as additional participants or subcontractors according to each country’s funding regulations.

· Innovative projects which have a strong market potential for Korea and France are expected.

· The project should have an obvious advantage and added value resulting from the cooperation between the participants from the two countries and should meet the following criteria:
· Technological excellence and qualification of the applicants 
· Contribution to the competitiveness in the area of innovation
· Sustainability of the project: long-term strategy of the partnership
· Intensity of the collaboration between the Korean and French partners
· Ability of the team to successfully conclude the project
· Mutual advancement of research through the transfer of  knowledge and expertise

· The project should demonstrate the contribution of the participants from both countries on a balance basis, and the project must be equally significant to both participants. 

Any company whose cooperative R&D project is consistent with the aforesaid criteria can apply to the present announcement in accordance with the national Laws, Rules, Regulations and Procedures in effect.

Submission and Approval Procedures
1) For the first phase, partners will be asked to present a short project outline using the following EUREKA Project Application Form:  http://www.eurekanetwork.org/download-project-application-form
· The completed electronic forms of the phase 1 outlines should be submitted to KIAT and Bpifrance simultaneously by 31st March 2015 for the first call in 2015 and 31st August 2015 for the second call in 2015.
· The forms have to be legally signed by all participants. The signatures must be scanned and sent together with the EUREKA form as an integral part of the application of phase 1. 
· The outlines will be screened and evaluated by KIAT and Bpifrance. The applicants will be notified of the results of the evaluation process within 15 days after the completion of the national evaluation. The national evaluation process depends on each countries individual policies and procedures.
2) For the second phase, partners with approved outlines will be invited to submit full funding applications according to national procedures. Partners with outlines approved for phase 1 will be instructed by KIAT and Bpifrance on how to complete submission of their funding applications.

Financing Rules
Each country will fund its eligible participants according to their national procedure and funding rules. Funding conditions and eligibility criteria may vary from one country to another. The main aspects of funding criteria are explained below:

France:
French companies must submit their funding application to Bpifrance within two months of receiving their eligibility notice.  A financing decision will be taken within three months after the receipt of a complete funding application.

According to Bpifrance funding rules, French enterprises with less than 2.000 employees are financed through reimbursable loan with 0 interest. The funding rate is up to 65% (maximum amount: 3 M€).

Bpifrance doesn’t fund University and Research organizations. However University/Research Organizations are welcome as subcontractors of French companies.
 
Bpifrance provides funding support to cover French companies’ needs in the preparation of their project via the Technological Partnership Aid (APT). 

Korea:  
The Korean dedicated budget provided by the Ministry of Trade, Industry and Energy (MOTIE) and managed by KIAT is open to all applications from companies with registered R&D laboratories, research institutes and universities. The partners should consist of least one Korean and one French R&D performing commercial company. Participation of research institutes or universities is welcome as additional participants or subcontractors according to each country’s funding regulations.

For applications by large companies or in a consortium where less than two-thirds of the partners are comprised of SMEs, the company or consortium is eligible to apply for up to 50% of the project budget, with an upper limit set at approximately €360,000 per year (funding year; 2015). National funding limit may vary according to changes in 2015.

For applications by SMEs or in a consortium where greater than two-thirds of the partners are comprised of SMEs, the company or consortium is eligible to apply for up to 75% of the project budget, with an upper limit set at approximately €360,000 per year. National funding limit may vary according to changes in 2015.

Universities, research institutes and non-profit organizations are not included in the above calculations. 

For more details, Korean and French partners are invited to consult respectively KIAT and Bpifrance websites and contact the program managers (as mentioned hereafter).

Contacts for Details and Partner Search Requests
	For Korea
KIAT
International R&D Cooperation Team
Dongwan Park
Phone : +82 2 6009 3208
Email : dongwan27@kiat.or.kr
Jungwook Kim
Phone : +82 2 6009 3200
Email : kjwcow@kiat.or.kr



	For France
Bpifrance
L’équipe Programmes internationaux Innovation au sein de la Direction Innovation 
Amandine KAROUI
Phone: +33 1 41 79 91 47
Email: amandine.karoui@bpifrance.fr
Patrick CORNET
Phone : +33 1 41 79 84 38
Email : patrick.cornet@bpifrance.fr
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